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INTRODUCTION


People always wonder exactly what God expects of them. Jesus reminds us that we are not to hate our brother, that an abiding hatred can actually lead us to commit murder. He now reminds us that we are not to seek revenge or to hate our enemy. Jesus describes for the Child of God what it really means to be a Citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom. There can be no doubt! God’s expectations are far greater than we imagine. Let us examine this new idea.

I.
THE FIRST CLARIFICATION: A RETURN TO THE ORIGINAL IDEA
1.
The Original Word: “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth” (v. 38)
2.
This “law of the tooth” excludes an excessive response to an offense.

This is a vast improvement over the typical law of the land at that time—which was not get even, but get ahead: “You break my finger; I break your arm and leg.”
II.
THE SECOND CLARIFICATION: A RETURN TO THE ORIGINAL IDEA

1. The Original Word: “Love your neighbor” (v. 43)

2. The Scribal Addition: “and hate your enemy” (v. 43)

The Scribes added an idea that they thought was appropriate. It was commonplace among all people in the Old Testament times. However, it was not a part of the original idea that God gave to His people.

III.
THE AMPLIFICATION: AN EXPLANATION OF THE ORIGINAL INTENT

1. The First Appropriate Attitude: “Do not resist an evil person” (v. 39).

2. The Second Appropriate Attitude: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (v. 44).
Jesus indicates strongly that no offense should provoke a reaction from us. Rather, our attitude is to be different from that of the citizen of the world. The law of the tooth had a moderating effect; but it was intended to change the attitude, not just the action.
IV.
THE APPLICATION: WHAT GOD WANTS YOU AND ME TO DO

1. We are to go beyond others’ expectations.

(1)
V. 39—“If someone strikes you on the right check, turn to him the other also.”

(2)
V. 40—“If someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.”

(3)
V. 41—“If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.”

The Principle: “Give to one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you” (v. 42). As a Child of God, you must go beyond what others expect you to do.
2. We are to go beyond others’ actions.

(1)
V. 46—“If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?”

(2)
V. 47—“If you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?”

(3)
An observation: “God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (v. 45).
The Principle: Our actions must exceed the actions of the Scribes and Pharisees. Our righteousness must exceed theirs. Jesus reminds us: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48).
CONCLUSION


Jesus has clearly laid out us what God’s expectations are for His children. He expects us to be mature, to be like Jesus Christ. He expects us to love brother and enemy alike. He expects us to love others & not hold grudges or seek revenge. He expects us to act as He acts.
